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Teleos Preparatory Academy

Weekly Newsletter

September 19-23, 2011

Dear Teleos Parents,

Hello!  We hope you had a wonderful weekend.  It’s hard to believe but we only have three more weeks in the first quarter.  With our students working hard, we know we will finish strong.  
Important Dates and Upcoming Events:

· Fingerprinting Day:  Friday, September 23, 2011 

· For parents wishing to volunteer on campus
· Sign-up sheet located at Teleos front desk (first come, first serve)

· No cost – donations greatly appreciated!
· Early Release Day:  Friday, September 30, 2011

· School ends at 1:00 p.m.
New “Early Release Day” After-School Option:  
On our next Early Release Day (9/30), we will be making a great opportunity available for families needing afterschool care.  The Children’s Learning Adventure Center is opening its doors to our 1st- 4th grade students for the afternoon.  Please see the information below in order to register:  
· Date:  Friday, September 30th from 1:00 – 6:30 p.m.

· Students are permitted to be picked up prior to 6:00 p.m. if parents so choose 
· Participants:  1st – 4th grade Teleos Students

· Location:  Children’s Learning Adventure Center Afterschool Program 

55th Ave. and Baseline, 7616 S, 55th Ave., Laveen, AZ 85339; (602)-357-6827 http://www.childrenslearningadventure.com
· Transportation: Students will be bussed to the location by the Children’s Learning Adventure Center.  Parents will need to pick up their children directly from the center (see address above). 
· Registration: Ms. Keisha Tompkins from the Children’s Learning Adventure Center will be on Campus Friday September 23rd from 4-6 p.m. to register students and answer questions.  You also can register directly at the Learning Center if you would like to tour the site in advance.  Please contact Ms. Douglas at sdouglas@teleosprep.org or 602-275-5455 for additional information. 
· Cost:  $25 per Early-Release Day 

Deficiency Notices:

This week, we will be mailing out Deficiency Notices to the parents of students who are currently earning a 'D' or 'F' grade in any class.   We do this each quarter at Teleos in order to provide you specific information on your children’s current academic progress and what specific actions we all can take to help them improve their grades. These notices are also available on Engrade as of today.   Please reach out to your teachers with any questions or concerns.

Winter Fine Arts Program:

When: Thursday, December 1st

Where: Teleos Preparatory Academy Gymnasium FREE and OPEN to the public

Please place this event on your calendars, as all students are expected to participate and attend this program. Details about this concert will be sent home in a concert letter, which needs to be signed and returned to the home room teacher of the student. Thank you!

Athletics:  
Please come out to support the Teleos Lions at one of the following sporting events this weekend:

	Date
	Sporting Event
	Time
	Location

	Saturday, September 24
	Football
	9:00 am
	Chandler Prep

	Saturday, September 24
	Volleyball A/B
	9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
	Chandler Prep

	Saturday, September 24
	Cross Country
	8: 00 a.m.
	Region 11 Sports Center


Parent Organization/Community Meeting Recap:  
We had a full and informative meeting this past Tuesday and wanted to take a moment to recap the key points for those who were unable to attend:

1. Headmaster Search:  Dr. Scoggin shared that we currently have over fifteen applicants for the Headmaster position who are in the early stages of the interview process.  We are working to narrow down this candidate list by early November and fly out the finalists for final interviews.  It was suggested that we provide copies of the job description so that parents can assist in the search.  We have made these job descriptions available in the front office as of today.   

2. Parental Involvement:  Mrs. Natalie Williams presented a new model for organizing and supporting parental involvement at Teleos, Epstein’s Framework of Six Types of Involvement.  Mrs. Williams will be leading up committees on each of the types of involvement—parenting, communicating, volunteering, learning at home, decision making, and collaborating with community—and is looking for parents to join.  Please contact her directly at nwilliams@teleosprep.org if you are interested.  

3. Community Investment:  We shared with families a challenging reality that Teleos is facing.  Teleos Prep, for each child it educates, receives approximately $1200 less in state aid than necessary.  As an act of support and commitment, we are asking our families to help us make up the difference.  Please click on the following link to learn more about how your donations directly support our academic program and your students’ education.  Community Investment Campaign
4. Communications:  Mr. Esau shared the two primary avenues by which we will be communicating consistently with our families regarding announcements, upcoming events, policies, etc.  The first is through this weekly email, which will be emailed each Monday (with hard copies being placed in the office as well).  The second is through our website, which we will work to keep up to date this year with event dates, needed forms, etc. 

5. After School Program:  Mr. Esau shared some key points around our adjustments to the afterschool program this year.  Namely:

a. The movement to a later start to the school day has now allowed us to create multiple opportunities for academic support in the morning, such as the “Buckle Down” program, Homework Center, and individual class tutoring.  

b. In the afternoon (on regular and early release school days), our teachers are involved in meetings and professional development in order to facilitate the needs of parents and students and ultimately improve as educators.

c. In order to allow teachers to maintain this schedule, we are asking that all students be picked up by 5:00 p.m. (1:30 p.m. on early release days).

d. We have however provided a study hall option for a limited number of students for our working parents who are unable to pick up their children by this time.  Please contact our Office Manager, Ms. Douglas at sdouglas@teleosprep.org, if you would like more information.  

e. We are working to add other options for families on our Early Release Days in particular and during our Fall, Winter, and Spring Breaks (Please see the New “Early Release Day” Afterschool Option information above for the first of these additional options).

6. Parent Organization Items:  Mrs. YeLisa Williams led the parent organization through multiple agendas, including reviewing the PO budget for the year, as well informing families of committees that are need of volunteers.  

Have a great week!

Sincerely,
Shannon Douglas

